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BSERVI N G. an advertiſement 
of an Eſſay, intitled, The Baptiſm 
of Jeſus Chriſt not to be imitated 
6/56 by Chriſtians,” '—it raiſed my curi- 
olity. For. by whom ſhould it be imitated, 
if not by Chriſtians ? Is it for Heathens to 
_ follow ? Or is it not-to be regarded. at all ? 

7 The Gentlemen, (for there ate two en- 
gaged in patronizing the Eſſay) make chaice 
of this paſſage for their Text, Magz iii. 
And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto i, ſuffer 
it to be lo now: 107 . it becometh us to 


* The Roy; Mr. 7% or ppton i ; and the Rev. Mr, 
: Crane, of Northbricge.. ON: I 


4 8 I 
It will be needleſs to inform 0 er vp⸗ 
on what occaſion theſe words Were delivered: 
But I ſhall trace theſe gentlemen,in their argu- 
ments and obſer vations, which they dare 8 
their Eſſay. 5 7 
They begin by obſerving negatively, P. 4. 
«Firſt, It does not mean that Chriſt was 
baptized to manifeſt his repentante, Neither 
a2dly. Did Chriſt receive Baptiſm as a token 
that he was waſhed from ſin. Neither zune 
Did Chriſt ſubmit to baptiſm as an cxampl e 
to the Jewiſh nation.” 

With regard to the two firſt obſervations, I 
agree with theſe gentlemen, And I do not 
know of any brthodoxchriftizns, whetherBap- 
tiſt, ir Pede haf tiſt, who ſůppoſe that Jeſus 
Chriſt Was a Ener, or that he abeded repen- 
ance, or. that he v was baptized to waſh away 
F Therefore, there can Bs nd. occaſion 
+ 05 he '6bſe vation. N 

ot in reference their > hegative, 'T pte- | 

ſume neither of the gentletiieh will lay that it 
Was not the duty | of the Jewiſh nation, cheer- 
fully to þ We ſubmited io John's baptiſm; by 
doing which, they would have oe vidence - 
of their faith i in Chrilt, and'their <* * repentance 
| toward God.” hoſe. who did not, were 
e with © rejedting the counſel "of God 
_ themſelves a] ot 9 UA _ 
uke v vil. . 
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Ia the next page they ſay, ** It never was 
the deſign of Chriſt that the Jews ſhould imi- 
tate his baptiſm ; for Chriſt was not baptized 
until all the people—all the people —all the 
people—all the people were baptized.” 80 
many times in this page. gi: 


— * 


By which, I ſuppoſe they mean to ſuggeſt, 


Y \ 


that no perſon was baptized by John after our 
Lord; and that His being baptized, put 
the Hnithing ſtroke to John's baptiſm. And 
in the 15th and 16th pages of their Eſſay, they 
ſuggeſt, that New-Teſtament baptiſm did not 
take place until after our Lord gave the diſ- 
eiples their commiſſion, as recorded in Matt. 
AXViii, 19, 20. „ 1 

Il this is true, during the whole time of our 

Lord's public miniſtry, 


Lord? iftry, no perſon was bapti- 
Zed. I ſuppoſe thoſe who believe all theſe gen- 
tlemen ſay, without reading the Bible for 
themſelves, will believe this-- Jo the law 
and to the teſtimony. How readeſt thou'?” 
Ipon the validity of which, I ſhall venture 
to aſſert, that the baptiſm of John, and New- 
Teftament baptiſm were 'cotemporary and 
one; and that theſe gentlemen have made a 

very ignorant or wilful miſtake, | 
In John iii. 22, 23, 24. we read, A/7er 
| theſe things came Jeſus, and Bis diſciples into 
the land of Fudea ; and there be farried with 
them, and baptized. And fobn allo was bap- 
 t:2ing in Enon, near. to Salem, becauſe there 
7 — nas. 


* 


„ 

Was much water there; and they came and were 
baptized, For 
ſon.” Rs 


Here is the literal account of the ſacred 
hiſtorian—which . I think fully proves the 
baptiſm of John, and Goſpel baptiſm to be 
the ſame ; and that they were adminiſtered _ 


at the ſame time, both by our Lord, and by 
John. Though Jeſus himſelf baptized not, but 


his diſciples, John iv. 2. Where was this done? 


In the land of judea.— At the ſame time, 
John was in Enon, near to Salem, baptizing, 


becauſe there was much water. John was 
not caſt into priſon, fo ſoon as theſe gentlemen 
imagined, But can this be, if when 4 


the people were baptized before our Lord? 


By all the people,” we muſt underſtand, only 
thoſe who believed John's preaching, and re- 

|  pented ; for thoſe who were baptized by the 
command of Chriſt, and by John, were ſuch 


as believed, and repented after Chrift was 


4 — 
— 


baptized, either by his, or John's preaching. 
Therefore, we ſee, that the idea which theſe 
gentlemen ſuggeſts, that no other perſon was 
baptized after our Lord, is groundleſs. And if 


the preceeding account of goſpel baptiſm is 


not juſt, and if Chriſt is not to be imitated, 
we know not what is baptiſm, nor whom we 


are to imitate, _ 


They proceed, and obſerve p. re This 
tranſadtion between John and Chritt, was not 


 þ 


John was not yet caſt into pri 


3 n 


* 1 


* fulfiling of all the righteouſneſs which was 
| incumbent on Chriſt ans whole of his mi- 

niſtry.” 

i true, great baſns babe been taken to keep 

- mankind. flom the genuine meaning of this 

text, and the ſubſequent tranſaction between 
Chriſt and John. | 
„We are now prepared to tell what is 
meant by fulfiling all righteoaſneſs, in the 
2 words which ftand at the head of this 
Eſſay. 

5 i muſt here be mental; that Jeſus 
Chriſt was about to enter upon his public mi- 
- niſtry. As yet he had not acted 1 in a public 

character, 5. | 
From this to the 13th page, theſe gentle- 
men are employed in laying the corner-ſtone 
of their building, and it is this ; That Jeſus 
Chriſt in ſubmiting to John's baptiſm, was 
fulfiling that ancient, and obſolete rite, by 
which the prieſts under the Moſaick cecono- 
my, were inveſted with the facerdotal 
*F office, 
A number of paſſages of feripture are pro- 
duced in order to prove their hypotheſis, How 
far they have done it, ſtall be our next enqui- 
ry. And that we may form an impartial 
judgment, it will be neceſſary in the - firſt 
place, to bring into view the intent of the 
Holy Ghoſt, in thoſe pong refer | 
| the Eſlay. | j 
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That ihe following texts from Exad. xxix; 
4.5. b, 7. Kxod. xxx. 18, 19, 20, 21. andLevit, 
viii. 6, 12. were directions from Jehoyah, 
reſpecting initiating the. prieſts of old into 
| their office, is cheerfully granted ; but that 
| they allude to, or point out the baptilm of 
$i Jeſus Chriſt, is not ſo much AS a - 
much leſs do ey, proye it, 
The nett paſſage is the XLVth Plalm, 1 
IAth verſes. Whoever attentively reads this 
Pialm, will find it to be a repreſentation or 
the kingly office of Jeſus.Chriſt, and the glory 
ol his church. My heart is inditing 4 g 
matter, 1 ſpeak of the thi ngs,which I bave made 
touching the king—Gird thy ſword upon 5 | 
1 thigb, O moſt migbiy, with th 2 and thy 
1 majeſty. —T by throne, O God, is for ever and 
* ever; .the ſceptre of thy kingdom is 4 right 
ſeeptre, 1, 3, 6, verſes. The 13 &. 14 verſes 
produced in the Eſſay, are a g of the 
- e wah righteouſneſs of the church, when 
ſhe ſhall be preſented by Chriſt to the Father, 
in robes of immortality and glory. A-gh- 
-rieus church, without ſpot or wrinkle, or any 
ſuch thing. 12 Eph. N 
They obſer ve, that the reaſon. why. theJews 5 
= hated; Chriſt, was, (becauſe © he was conſe- 
F . -:cratedaccording to law.“ To proye y which, 
»they: produce John xix 7. and Acts xxvii. Ye 
eu, an- bee he.,ought to die. Not 
De he adhered to the rites of Maſes but 
REELS |  oecauye 
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de Secuuſe be maketh himſelf the Son of God.“ 
And we finda. parallel text in John v. 18. 
 There/ore the Jews ug ht more to till bim, 
becauſe he not only bad broken the ſabbath, but 
ſuid allo that God. was his fatber, making bim- 
bell equal with Geog. It is evident, that one 
great reaſon. why the. Jews hated Chriſt, 
was his reproviog their ſuperſtitious attach- 
ment to the rites of Moſes; and not. becauſe 


— 
* 


he conformed to them 
15 The. paflages from Heb. V. 4, 5. & vii. 28. 
if they prove any thing for them, prove 
too much— The. apoſtle. in this epiſtle, was 
ſhowing: the pre- eminence of, Chriſt, over 
Aaron or any of the. Jewith high · prieſts Not 
how Chriſt was obedient. to the rites relating; 
to their being introduced into office. He ſays. 
chap. v. 6. Thou,” that. is Chriſt, art a 
_ Prieſt for euer . After the order of Aaron: 
No; but !“ after the order of Melchiſedec,”--= 
And.in Chap. vii. 1 1, 12, 13, 14. 15, 16, 17.1 
the Apoſtle obſerves - I/, therefore, per ecłkion 
were. by the Levitical prieſthood; (for under 
it the people riceived the lau,) what further 
need was there that another prieſt. ſhould riſe 
after the order of Melchiſedec, and not be called 
after the order of Aaron ? For the prieſthood 
being changea,there is made of neceſſity a change 
44% of the law, For be of whom theſe things 
are ſpoken pertai nech to another tribe, of which 
no man gave ! the altar. For it 
— | EW 


. 

n evident our Lord ſprang out of Juda: oF 
which tribe Mofes pa, nothing concerning 
prieſibood. And it ts yet Jar more evident. for 
that after the fimilitude of Melchifedec there 
lie another prieſt, who is made not after the 
lar of a carnal commandment, but after the 
power of an endleſs life; For he 26/tifieth, tbou 
art a priei! for ever, after the order of Mei- 
chiſedec.” Here we may obſerve, what theſe 
gentlemen call * afulfiling all righteouſneſs“? 
_ === preparatory ceremoniès“ - the Holy Ghoſt 
calls, © 2 carnal commandniciit --- meats,drinks, 
carnal ordinances, Heb. ix. 10. 3 

From a review of the above paſſages, re- 
ferred to in the Effay, to prove that Jeſus 
Chriſt being baptized by John, was to fulfil 
that ancient rite by Which the high prieſt was 
. initiated into his office : Does it appear that 
they in the leaſt allude to that tranſaction ?. 
Can any candid reader of his bible, imagine 

that this was the meaning of the Holy Gnoſt 
in theſe paſſages ? I preſume not---I ſhould 
as ſoon think of looking for that meaning im 


any other paſſage whatever. | 
But it may be aſked---Did the baptiſm of 


Chriſt figaity any thing, or did it not? And 
if it did, you will pleaſe to inform us What 
it was, ſince that is the grand point in debate. 
[ anſwer--- Chriſt was about to enter upon 
his public miniſtry, as ſuggeſted in the Eſſay. 


Ir was neceſſary that his character as Mediator 
| n 


E 
mould be illuſtrated, which involves his three- 
fold offices, of Prophet, Prieſt, and King ; 
which, in the purpoſe and mind of Jehovah, 
and in the nature of things were. coeval ; but 
in the order of time were - poſterior one to the 
other. And agreeably to this idea, we view 
Chriſt acting in his mediatorial character. | 
Ihe fulneſs of time having come-- Jehovah 
Prepares the way for the Meſliah--- Ancient 
prophecies as they reſpe Jeſus Chriſt, are 
fulfiled--- John is born»--lives in the wilder- 
neſs---is cailed by God, and ſent to preach, 
and baptize. Now is fulfiled what TIfaiah 
in the XL chap. and 3d verſe of his prophecy 
predicted, 7 be voice of him that crieth in 
the witderneſs, prepare the way of tbe Lord 
Alſo, Mal. iii chap. 1. ** Bebel, 1 ſend my 
_ meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare the way before 
ine. In thiſe days came Jobn the Baptihh, 
preaching in the wilderneſs of Judta, and ſay- 
ing, repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
band. Matt, iii. 1, 2. The Meſſiah is about 
to make his appearance---The - Goſpel is at 
the door---Apd to teſtify your faith in him 
and repentance toward God, you muſt be bap- 
tized-- 7 hen went out to bim all Jeruſalem, and 
all Fudea, and all the region round about Jor- 
don. and were baptized of him in Jordan, con- 
{ging their fins. Matt. iii. 5, 65. 
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john informed the Jews, that God had 
commiſſioned him to - baptize---* Hethat 
Jeng me to baptize with water.” John "> 33. 
And might not John expatiate upon = 
inſtitstion, and ſay.— This is not only ap 
ted for a criterion,” by which you will = 
feſt your faith and repentance; but the Son 
of God who i is to come after me, will honor it 
by ſubmitting to it---And as he is fbe aus: 
thor of eternal ſalvation,“ it will be ordained 
a ſtanding inſtitution in his church to the end 
of the world ?---It is a repreſentation of his 
death, burial and reſurrection--LA H/ you who 
ſubmit to it, will be © planted e, the 
likeneſs, of bis deatk.” Rom. vi. 5. The Holy 
Ghoſt will appear, and the heavens will be 
opened,” and myriads of angels, and © che 


tirits of juſt men made perf,” will admire 
| the tranſactions of the day. „ 


When ſufficient notice was given to FRA 
Jobs of the near approach of the Meſſiah 
Behold, he appears to eſtabliſh the ordinance 
ot baptiſm,— ben conicth Jeſus rom Gali 
lee to Jordan, unto Jobn, ro be baptized of bim. 
— After converſation upon the ſubject, Jeſus - 
was baptiz:d—*© And Jeſus, when 8 was bap- 
ti z ed, went up Rraitway out 0, the walter; and © 


| bo the heavens were opened unto him, and he ſaw. 


the ſpirit of God deſcending like” a dove, and 


lighting upon him, And to, a voice from beavs - i 


en ſaying, Ibis is my beloved ſou, in whom I 


— — — Ve 2 — 


| = well Pleaſed,” Matt. i ul, 13, 16, 17: Oh 


FEE 
| wonderful Scene ! God the Father ap- 
pointed the inftitution—God the Son ſubmits 
to it—God the Holy Ghoſt ſeals it, by light- 
iog upon him like a Anh phraſe, not , 

only intends the meek gentle and harmleſs na- 
ture of the ſpirit; but has an illuſion to the 
dove s deſcending upon, and brooding over her 
eggs; and by its warm and vivifying natute 
generates them into life. So the Hoſy Ghoſtt. 
after the baptiſm of Chriſt, deſcended upon, 
or brooded over him; and he partook of the 
extraordinary, and miraculous gifts and graces 
of the Holy Ghoſt, by which he was enabled 
to act as Mediator, in perfect agreement with _ 
ancient prophecy. Then was accompliſhed 
what Moſes predicted i in Deut. xviii. 1 5. The 
Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee a prophet” 
from hy midſt of thee, of thy brethren, like unta 
te,—Allo, Ifaiab lvii. 1 1243,4. and Ix, 1, 2, 3. 
Behold, my ſervant, abo 1 uphold : mine clet# 
in whom my ſoul delighteth ; I have put ny 
Spirit upon him, &c. The pirit of the Lord 
God is upon me: becauſe the Lora hath anoint- 
ed me, &c,—How exactly does this agree with 
what Luke records of Chriſt, ſee iv chap, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, veries, Chrif went into the 
ſmagogue—He read the laſt poſſage referred 
to, and faid—T his day 18 this feripture fulfiled - 
in jour ears. Now Chtiſt en:ered into his 
Prophetic office His caſtiag out devils 


giving * to the blind—raiſing the dead | 
calming | 1 


| 14: *Þ:; 
calming the raging U ing the lepers— 
and N the goſpel, were no part of his 
Prieſſly- wotk or office (which thele gentle- 

men ſuggeſt he entered upon immediately 
after his baptiſm) But by theſe miracles, he 
- teſtified his divine miſſion, and proved to the 
worid he was the Meffiah; in ſpeaking as 
Mer man ſpake, and doing as never man did 
Chriſt fays himſelf, *** / I bad not done a- 
mong them the works which none other man 
| 4d they would not have bad ſin John xv. 14. 
Thus we have conſidered Chriſt as actin 
only in one branch of his mediatorial office; 
(5 his Prophetie 7 Tan 
We come now to view him in hisprieſtly— 
Chriſt having by his miracles and preach- 
ing, proved him ſelf to be the Meſſiah; infor- 
med his diſciples, he had“ a bapri/im to 'be Sap 
- tized with,” (viz) his- ſufferings and death, 
{ which were an eſſent ial part of his obedience; 
. (copimonly diſtinguiſhed by divines, by his 
paſſive obedience) by which he offered toGod 
the Father, a „ lactifice for the fins 
of the ele. pes Irs 
| lotcefion — offering facrifices, were 
ptinc ipal duties of the high-prieſt under the 
YL Law. Jeſus Chriſt began his prieſtly office 
by interceeding with bis Father-for his night 
Sce xvii John, and divers other paſſages o | 
ſcripture parallel with this. 
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„ | 
After which, he went with his diſciples in- 
to the garden of Gethſemane — and began to 


be forrowful and very beavy—My foul (iaid he) 
is earetding ſorrowful, even anto death -O my 


Father, if it is poſſible, let this cup paſs From 
me : . not as I will,but as thou wilt. 


Matt. xxvi. 37, 38, 39.—1t was predicted by © 


Ifaiah liii, 10. That bis ſiul ſhould be made an 
offering for An. Now began Jeſus. to feel 


darkneis and horror—PFrom:- this time until 


his death, he was filled with diſtreſs in body 
andin mind And when he gave up the ghoſt, 
he offered his ſoul and body a ſacrifice toGod, 

* After he had offered one ſacri ſicc for fins.” 
Heb. * 12, © He hath appeared to put away 
Au by the ſacrifice of bimſelf.“ Heb. ix. 26. 
He till continues to act in this office, by mak 

ing interceſſion for his people at the right 
hand of God, Heb. vil. 285. 
But we hal] proceed to the Kingh-offics 
of Jeſus Chriſt; 

After he had riſen from the dead, he ap £ 
peared. to his diſciples— inſtructed them 155 | 
way of God more perfectly gave them their 

miſſion, to go into all the world, to preach 
the goſpel and baptize Then he aſcended up 
on high - God went up with a ſhout, and the 
Lord with che ſound of.a trumpet, xlvii Plal.g, 
II have ſet my King upon my * hill. 
ef Zia,” ſays Jehovah. This prophecy 


5 was 2 when our Lord, leading capti- 
TY + 


UF 


with captive, aſcended on hk ad fet ws 
on the right: hand of the eternal Father. Then 
was he — ſolemnly inaugurated and pro- 
claimed King of the eee, 
in the preſence of angels, and the ſpirits of. ju4 
men made perfect. In purſuance of which 
moſt grand inveſtiture with his regal office, he 

| Tiftribates royal donatives-at-the. Teaſt of Fen- | 
tecoſt, among his devoted ſubjects Such do- 
natives, as perfectly ſuited: the majeſty of his 
perſon, and the nature of his kingdom... Yes, 
that wonderful aſſemblage ofs. ſpiritual gifts 
and: heavenly graces, which he beſtdwed upon 
bis diſciples at the Jewiſh. feſtival, . was 4 

* firſt- fruit of bis aſcention. . 
The reaſon of my making- the preceed 
remarks, upon the prophetic, - priefily — 
kingly offices of Jeſus Chriſt, was to point out 
the miſtake of theſe gentlemen, in aſſerting 
that Chriſt entered. immediately upon his 
prieſtly: office after he was baptized. And 
their argument not only; diſcovers the weak - 
neſs of their hypotheſis, but- bad divinity. 
And what has been faid, 1 think x proves thig- 
miſtake, and- their cauſe. muſt fall to. the | 
ground. Oe” 
In page 76, they ſay, <« « John's bipriſin-w was 
not in the name of holy trinity. To prove 
vrhich, they produce Acts xiv. 2; 3, 475. And 
on the words make the following remarkiewe 

v3 | „ 1ſt. That 


„ Booth's Eflay upon the Kin gdom « of Chill, 


., 1ſt, That the diſciples Faul found at Ephe- 
ſus, © were ignorant of the uſe of the holy 
trinity : therefore, the Holy Ghoſt was not 
named in John's baptiſm,” , _ 


ately” (as they call it) © re-baptized,” __ 
It will be neceſſary ſtrictly to review. the 
paſſage—Paul found at Epheſus certain diſci- 
ore e alked them if they had received the 
HolyGhoſt ſince they believed They anſwer, 
we have not ſo much as heard whether there 
be any Holy Ghoſt— He aſked unto what they 
were baptized—They ſaid, unto John's bap- 
dim“, Then faid Paul, John, verily, boptiz- 

ed with the baptiſm of repentance, ſaying unto 


tbe people, that they [hould believe on him which 


ſbould come after him, that is, un Cbriſt Jeſus.” 


Now pleaſe to obſerve—Paul is giving a nar- 


rative of John's Preaching, and to whom he 
pPreached; © /aying unto the people” By 


whom we are to underſtand the Jewiſh nation, 
Firſt the object of his miniſtry, * Chri/lFeſus,” 
Then what was required of his hearers, faith 
and repentance, © Seying unto the people that 
they [hauld believe on Chrift Jeſus. Then he 
obſerves the effect of John's preaching, ben 
they heard this - When who heard this? 


Theſe twelve diſciples ? No: when the peo= 


ple to whom John preached, i. e. Jeruſalem 
and Judea, and all the region round about Jor- 
dan, they were baptized, in the name of the 
EDI S  * —_—_s 
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Lord Jeſus. This appears to be the genuine 
meaning of the paſſage, compare with Matt. 
iii. 3, 5, 6. „„ 

£7 E. when Paul had laid bis bands upon 
them,” Not when Paul had baptized them — 

If Paul had baptized thoſe diſciples, how na- 
| tural would it have been for St. Luke the ſa- 

cred hiſtorian to fay ; when Paul had baptized 
them, he laid his hands upon them, and the 

Holy Ghoſt came upon them; and indeed, if 
Paul had baptized them, as a faithful hiſtorian 

he could not have omitted it. But not a word, 
when the paſſage is rightly underftood, which 
intimates that Paul baptized thoſe diſciples— 

But till there is a difficulty, they had nevet 
heard of the Holy Ghoſt—How fhall we ſur- 

mount this? I will inform you, conſiſtent with 

ſcripture and reafon,——lt is beyond difpute 
from ſeveral paffages of ſcripture, that John 
made mention of the perſon, and influence of 
the Holy Ghoſt. He tall baptize you with 

the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire.“ Matt. ili. 11. 

And Jobn bare record, ſaying, I ſaw the . 
ſpirit of God deſcending from Heaven like a 
dove—Upon whom thou ſhalt ſee the ſpirit deſ= 
cenfing—the ſame is he who baptizeth with the 
pon i. 3a, 332 

From theſe ſacred paſſages, it is evident John 
fpake of the perſon and influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and his deſcending upon Chriſt was 
the criterion by which he was to be known. 


| [ 1 9 ] 
ben John's hearers muſt have heard of 
the Holy Ghoſt. And in this ſenſe, I preſume 
thoſe . — diſciples had heard of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; unleſs they had been þaptized in their 
infancy ; and if this had been the caſe, they 
could not have given Paul ſo good an account 


who baptized them. 

To put this matter beyond doubt, 1 ſhall 
winſeribs the opinion of two chriſtian expoſi- 
tors upon this paſſage: * Not that they 
were ignorant of th eſſence or perſon of the 
Holy Ghoſt: but had not heard of the effu- 
ſion of the extraordinary and miraculous gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; for it wasa received opi- 
nion among the Jews. that after the death of 
Haggai, Zachariah and Malachi, the Holy 
Ghoſt, or ſpirit of prophecy departed from 
Iſrael. And they had never heard that he was 
returned, or of his being given © a-new with 
his miraculous gifts.” | 
And they ſaid unto him, we have not . 
_ much as heard whether there be any HolyGhojj,” 
By which they could not mean the perſon of 
the Holy Ghoſt : for they muſt have known 
that there was ſuch a divine perſon as the 
Holy Ghoſt, from the writings of the Old- 
Teſtament, with which they were converſant: 
and from the miniſtry of John, into whoſe 
baptiſm they were baptized : who ſaw the 


ſpirit of God deſoend on Jeſus, and bore wit- 
. 


55 Burkett's Ee. notes. 
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nefs of it; and declared, that Chriſt who. wag 
to come after him, would baptize, with the 
Holy Ghoſt : nor could they 'mean the 
- ſpecial grace of the ſpirit, which they them- 
ſelves had received: but the extraordinary gifts 
of the ſpirit of God, which they at preſent 
know nothing of, and which were afterwards 
beſtowed upon them. They knew that there 
were prophecies in the Old- Teſtament, con- 
cerning the effuſion of the ſpirit in the laſt 
days, in the days of the Meſſiah : but they 
had not heard that they had been 'accompliſh= 
ed: They had heard. nothing of the day of 
| Pentecoſt, and the pouring out of the ſpirit - 
upon the Apoſtles then, nor of any inſtance of. 
this kind ſince: They knew the Holy Ghoſt 
was promiſed, but not that he was given, The 
Ethiopic verſion, to avoid the difficulty of the 
text, renders it We have only beard that there 
moo uy I oo = as 
With as great propriety we may fay, that 
the three thouſand, who were converted on 
the day of Pentecoft, were not baptized in the 
name of the Trinity; as to ſay John did not 
baptize in the name of the Trinity. When 
the three thouſand? © were pricked in their 
hearts,” aſked what they ſhould do, Peter 
aid unto them, repent; and be baptized, every 
one of "you, in the name of Jeſus Ghrif, Acts 
ot When 
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. Dr. Gill's Expo, upon the place, 
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When the ſame Apoſtle went to Celares, 
and preached Chriſt to Cornelius, and to thoſe 
| Who were collected at his houſe, © The Holy 
Gboſt fell an all them who heard the word.” — 
Then anſwered Peter, Can. any man forbid a- 
ter, that theſe ſhould not be baptized,who haue 
riceioed the Holy Ghaft,. as. wel) as we. And 


he commanded them to be baptized i in the name 


of the Lord, Acts x. 44, 46, 47, 48. | 
I preſume theſe Gentlemen will not. fay,this 
was not Goſpel- baptiſm and there is no men- 
tion. in either of theſe inſtances, of its being 
adminiſtered i in the name of the Father, or the 
Holy Ghoſt, Shall we conclude the above 
Was 8 Goſpel- baptiſm ? By no means 

Therefore, we may conclude, that John bap- 
tized in the name. of the Trinity, as well as. 
Peter; for John baptized in: the name of the 
Lord Jeſus. AQs xix. 5. 

They ſolemnly aſk. <* wikis was the ty- 

ical B of Aaron accompliſhed, if 
it was not done at the baptiſm of Chriſt? p. 18. 
ls as ſolemnly aſſc, Where is there a text in 
the Bible, Sther in the Old- Teſtament, or 
New, which intimates, that Chriſt's being 
baptized. by John, was a fulfiling that obſolete 
Tite ?—Certain: it is, thoſe they have produced 
in the Eſſay, have no manner of connection 
with that tranſaction. „ 
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tize Chriſt in his own name, it were too ab- 


— 


"oh 22 1 
They obſerve, p. 1 5. why That John 's hape 5 


tiſm was confined to the Jewiſh nation,” and 


on that account was not Goſpel- -baptiſm. | 
By the ſame parity of reaſoning, we may 


_ fay, the truth preached by Chriſt, and his diſ- 


ciples, was not Goſpel- truth; for he preached 


Him ſelf, and ſent his diſciples * only 70 the loft 


ſbeep of the bouſe of Hrael.“ John x. G.— Xv. 
24. Nor was the Goſpel preached to the en- 


tiles, until after our Lord's aſcention, and the 


Spirit was poured out on the day of Pentecoſt. 
In p. 17. they lay, John could not bap- 


ſurd to ſuppoſe it. | 
When we confider whatever is ting by the | 


authority of any perſon, is done in his name ; 
eſpecially, if the perſon who impowered, ap- 
proves the conduct of him who is authoriſed. 
In the'cafe of Chriſt's baptiſm, this is exem- 
lified Jehovah the Father, ſent John to 
8383 was a poſitive inſtitution of God, 
and depended entirely upon his ſovereign will 


and pleaſure 1 in ordaining it, as alſo the due 


manner of performing it. When we conſider, 


God the Father, God the 8on, and God the 


Holy Ghoſt, a ing eonjunctly in the great 
concerns of man's ſalvation; and in particular, 


in the tranſaction between Chriſt and John, in 


our Lord's being baptized, we find the whole 
Trinity engaged, and each of the glorious per- 
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ſons i in n the God-head giving the fulleſt apptoe 


bation, 
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dation, as well as manifeſting their authority 
Therefore, if ever baptiſm was adminiſtered 
in the name, and by the authority, and appro- 
bation of the Trinity, it was when our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt was baptized, Matt. iii. 16, 17. 
They ſay, p. 19, 20. As well may we 
follow Chriſt in his faſting forty days — walk - 
ing on the water riding into Jeruſalem on an 
aſs - working miracles - dying between two 
thieves—or making his grave with the rich in 
his death——as in his baptiſm.” lt requires 
but little penetration to ſee the force of this 
argument: (though it was deſigned to perplex 
the weak mind) It is juſt this—If we cannot 
follow Chriſt in thoſe things which are inimi- 
table, we will not in thoſe things which are 
imitable. Upon this mode of reafoning, we 
can very eaſily evade the force of all God's 
commands,—Chriſt commanded his diſciples 
t to be per ec, as their Father which is in 
heaven is perfect. Is there any propriety in 
this command? I preſume every real chriſtian 
will anfwer, yes. But will not the Antinomian 
ſay, we cannot be perfect as God is perfect ? 
Therefore, we cannot comply with this re- 
quirement. Is it not the duty, and endeavor' 
of every pious ſoul, to follow Chriſt in all that 
is imitable ?. Is it not praQticable for chriſtians 
to follow Chriſt in his baptiſm ? If there is 
any inabilicy in us, which prevents our obey- 
ing the command, and imitating Chriſt in his 
r — 


W 
_ 1 


baptiſm, it is of a moral kind: and how far 
this will-excuſe mankind in the neglect of this 
duty, I ſhall leave reaſon and the ward of God 
Por argument fake only, we will admit that 
| theſe gentlemen's idea is juſt, (viz.) That 
1 Ohriſt was baptiged 10 Sulfil that ancient rite, 
ly by which the high-prieft was introduced to 
$1 office. Yetit'by no means invalidates baptiſm 
8 by inmerfien—For when we attend to the 
== _ commillian our Lord gave his diſciples; and 
4 | their ſubſequent conduct, as recorded in the 
24s of the Apoſtles, we haue divine authority 
SY to prove baptiſm by immerſion. — Preſident 
; Edwards, ſpeaking upon the commiſſion given 
5 the Apoſtigs and the eſtabliſhisg the goſpel- - 
miniſtry, ſays, ©* Here is an appointment of 
Ebriftian baptiſm, This ardinance indeed had 
2 beginning before: John the Baptiſt and 
Chriſt bath baptized. But now eſpecially it 
is eſtabliſhed ap ordinance to be upheld in the 
chriſtian church to the end of the world“ “x 
Here I ſhall take the liberty to alk theſe 
gentlemen two or three queſtions 
Have we not as much in the ſacred ſcrip= 
tures, to prove that l the people” who 
were baptized by John, were initiated into the 
Prieſtꝰ's office, as to ꝓrove that Jeſus-Chriſt was 
| baptized for that purpoſe ? Did John baptize 
any who came to him, without any pic-re- 
w Did 
e Hiſt, Remp. Lon, Edit. page 379. „ 
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Fan ? Mart, iii. "a 25 
From the ideas and arguments contained 


in the Effay, and the Title given it, I infer, 
That the reaſon why the authors of it do not 
baptize by immerſion, is, that they may not 
be guilty of imitating the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Secondly, We infer from the preceeding : re-. 
marks, That the baptiſm of John, whan. 17.5 
baptiſm, And that the baptiſm of our Lord, 
is an example to be imitated by Chriſtians. 
„ Thirdly. The aboye ſtrictures; confirm the 
e 1255 that being buried with Chriſt 
In baptiſm; requires men to be immerſed into 
Water. Many have been led 'by the Holy 
Ghoſt into the belief and practice of baptiſm 
by immer ſion From the practice of John — 
Hy the example of Chriſt By the practice of 
the Apoſtles, and between ſixty and ſeventy 
texts of ſcripture in theNew-Teſtament : and 
With the greateſt | propriety, may we conclude 
in favour of ba im in this mode. 
| Fourtlily We ſee that they who do not 
imitateChrit in his baptiſm, wo cut themſelves 
off from all churches beſide themſelves. In 
4 the b book of 1 we are informed, chat 
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how profeſſed T9 refuſe | to followChrif 
n his baptiſm ? And can we think that ſuc 
in innovation, and departure from 'the ſctip- 
tural mode of * toy as infant ſprinkling, will 
be ever owned by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
reat Head and King of Zion? * 5 
The following extracts ſhall conclude my 


. en 
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ing to the plan firſt propoſed, a 1 
declaration of Bp. Taylor occurs to 
membrance, ' The declaration to which 185 
fer, was made by him when taking a retroſ- 

2 of the arguments uſually made on both 
des of the diſpute, and is as follows think, 
a (ape the Biſhop) there is, % much to be pretend- 

ed againſt that [Pzdobaptiſm} which 1 believe 
to be truth, that we Bev much more "truth 
than evidence on our ji de.” *—RefleQing 4 

this Ianguaj e of the learned Prelate, 
pleaſed, I' am puzzled, I am aer ed. | "1 

am pleaſed, greatly pleaſed, to heat a perſon of 

the Biſhop's erudite and penetration ackgow- -. 
ledge, that much ſo much may be ſaid againſt 

Infant Baptiſth,” I am 5 more pleaſed to 

hear him tacitly confeſs, that breatly. prepon- 
derating evidence is on our fide, I am puzzled | 

however, extremely * puzzled : For I cannot 
imagine hoy the ri . fe verend Prelate, not- 

F all his 1 earning and all his 8 
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diſcovered truth without evidence. This, ir 
muſt be acknowledged, was a wonderful ſecret; 
and he would certainly have laid poſterity under 
great obligations, had he but made the arcanum 

public. Mankind might have reaped à hars 
veſt of benefit from the diſcovery of ſuch an 
invention; becauſe it would have been of ad- 
mirable uſe in many pinching caſe beſides Pæ- 
dobaptiſm, ts which it is here applied. I am 
_ equally nonpluſed, when thinking of truth and 
evidence taking-oppoſite ſides of a controverted 
lubject. Having never heard any quarrel be- 
tween them either before qr ſince: the flood. 
I took it for granted, that they were leagued 
in eternal friendſhip : whereas it now appears 
on the word of a Biſhop, that they cannot @- 
Free about Infant Baptim.— This being the 
eaſe, I am greatly diſcouraged, in reſpect of an 
iſſue to the preſent controverſy, For as truth 
and evidence do not depend on the will of 
man, they are ſtubborn things; and we may 
juſtly preſume they will not eaſily quit their 
ations, out of complaiſance to either party 
While, therefore, each abides by her party, 
the Baptiſt, it is likely, will plead propende- 
Tating evidence, and firmly infiſt upon it as a 
maxim of logical prudence ; that our aſſent 
ſhould always be proportioned to the degree of 
evidence. On the eher hand, we need not 
wonder if Pædobaptiſts exult in the 28 
ß. rags e 0 
B Dr. Watts's Logick, - Fo. 
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and 
truth eſpecially, as is obtained without I 
idence, muſt be precious indeed, it being ſo 
| ly ſcarce. ., Deſpairing, herefote, „ 
ting an end to the controverſy where truthi | 
evidence take different ſides, 1 muſt 
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41 That brings s the Pilgrim home ! 5 5 
When partial mixtures ſhall be 
« and bright perfection come. 1 Ss 1 N 
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